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The love I dedicate to your lordship is without end;
whereof this pamphlet, without beginning, is but a super-
fluous moiety. The warrant 1 have of your honourable dis-
position, not the worth of my untutored lines, makes it
assured of acceptance. What I have done is yours; what I
have to do is yours; being part in all I have, devoted yours.
Were my worth greater, my duty would show greater; mean-
time,, as it is, it is bound to your lordship, to whom I wish
long life, still lengthened with happiness.

Your lordship's in all duty,

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE.

In the summer of i ^94 the playing companies, whicl^
had been badly disorganised by the plague, began to drift
back to London. For a few days Edward Alleyn, the
great tragedian, ran a combined company made up of the
Lord Chamberlain's and the Lord Admiral's players at a
theatre in Newington Butts. During these few days Hen-
slowe records that they played Hamlet, The Taming of the
Shrew and Titus Andronicus. The arrangement did not last
long, and two new companies were formed. Alleyn went
to play at the Rose Theatre and formed a new Lord
Admiral's Company. Later in the autumn some of his'
former associates, including Richard Burbage and William
Kemp, went to the Theatre in Shoreditch and there estab-
lished a new Lord Chamberlain's Company. To this com-
pany Shakespeare now belonged, and henceforward his
life is bound up with it and actual records accumulate.
Some of the more interesting may be noted.

During the Christmas holidays of'i 594-5", the Company
acted twice at Court. There is an entry in the Chamber
Accounts: